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anxiously of Krishna what the result would be. There
was a momentary pause, the combatants resting for a
while to take breath. They soon began afresh and
Bhima dealt a blow whicfi the other evaded and had a
heavy blow on his chest in return. His prodigious
strength alone could sustain him under it. Burning
with rage and the desire for vengeance repressed for 13
years, he sprung upon his adversary and dealt a tremen-
dous blow. Though Duryodhana jumped up to avoid
it, Bhima did not stop and the blow fell full on his thighs,
the bones of which were crushed to pieces. Duryodhana
fell down a dying man, and Bhima going up to him
kicked his head with his foot saying, "This is the reward
for your insulting Draupadi." It was a terrible moment:
the -spectators were taken aghast. Balarama rose up
exasperated at the clear disregard of the rules of fight
which Hid not allow a blow with the mace to be dealt
below the waist. Yudhishthira too was displeased at the
conduct of Bhima who had dishonoured the crowned
head of a king for nothing. Krishna however assuaged
all and said: "Remember, Oh brother, the Kali-yuga has
begun. Moreover, Bhima had vowed to break Duryo-
dhana's thighs when he asked Draupadi to sit in his
lap." He then upbraided Duryodhana for all the evil
deeds he had been guilty of and for the terrible loss of
life for which his obstinacy alone was responsible, arid
told him that he would go to hell The proud Duryo-
dhana was unbending even in death. He defended
himself arduously. He had performed many sacrifices
and had ruled the people righteously. He was sure he
would go to Heaven as he had fallen on the battle-field.